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Agenda Item No. 10:  Presentation of Select 2009 SMARA Surface Mine Inspection 

Reports for Eleven Surface Mining Operations for Acceptance Consideration by the 

State Mining and Geology Board. 
 
 
INTRODUCTION:  The State Mining and Geology Board (SMGB) serves as the lead agency under 
SMARA for forty-four (44) individual surface mining operations, including operations located in two 
counties (El Dorado County and Yuba County), twelve (12) San Francisco Bay marine dredging 
operations, and ten (10) cities that do not have mining ordinances.  SMARA inspection reports for 
eleven (11) surface mining operations are being presented for acceptance consideration.   

 

MINE INSPECTION REPORTS FOR THE SMGB’S ACCEPTANCE CONSIDERATION: 
The 2009 SMARA mine inspection reports to be presented at the SMGB’s  
March 11, 2010, regular business meeting for acceptance consideration by the SMGB are as 
follows: 
  

 Richmond (Chevron) Quarry (CA Mine ID #91-07-0006), City of Richmond. 

 Pt. Richmond (Canal) Quarry (CA Mine ID #91-07-0007), City of Richmond. 

 Lapis Sand Mine (CA Mine ID #91-27-0006), City of Marina. 

 Big Gun Quarry (CA Mine ID #91-31-0013), City of Rocklin. 

 Western Aggregates (CA Mine ID #91-58-0001), County of Yuba. 

 Cal Sierra Development (CA Mine ID #91-58-0003), County of Yuba. 

 Sperbeck Quarry (CA Mine ID #91-58-0004), County of Yuba. 

 Teichert Hallwood (CA Mine ID #91-58-0006), County of Yuba. 

 Dantoni Pit (CA Mine ID #91-58-0011), County of Yuba. 

 Teichert Marysville (CA Mine ID #91-58-0019), County of Yuba. 

 Ella and Platter Borrow Sites (CA Mine ID #91-58-0026), County of Yuba. 

 
A summary of violations, corrective measures and recommendations per surface mining operation is 
presented below. 
 
Richmond (Chevron) Quarry (CA Mine ID #91-07-0006), City of Richmond: 
 
The following violations, originally noted in 2005, were ongoing at time of inspection on 
December 22, 2009: 
 

 The west-southwest facing quarry cut slope shows evidence of failure and is 
considered to be unstable. 
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 Mining-related activities (slope instability features) are beyond the footprint of the 
approved reclamation plan. 

 
The following corrective measures are noted: 
 

 The west-southwest facing cut slope requires continued monitoring for overall slope 
stability and mitigation of failures observed at time of inspection.  Such work should 
continue to be performed by a California licensed geotechnical engineer and/or 
certified engineering geologist. 

 

 Ongoing revegetation efforts should continue to be implemented to ensure that criteria 
set forth in the approved 1981 Reclamation Plan are met. 
 

The following recommendation is offered: 
 

 The financial assurance amount should be adjusted, as appropriate, to reflect 
stabilization of the quarry cut slope, reclamation of all remaining mining-related 
disturbance-including reclamation of remaining portions of the quarry floor, potential 
additional revegetation efforts, monitoring requirements, and current labor, fuel, and 
equipment rates. 

 
Pt. Richmond (Canal) Quarry (CA Mine ID #91-07-0007), City of Richmond: 
 
No violations or corrective measures were noted at time of inspection on December 22, 2009. 
 
Lapis Sand Mine (CA Mine ID #91-27-0006), City of Marina: 
 
No violations or corrective measures were noted at time of inspection on December 9, 2009. 
 
Big Gun Quarry (CA Mine ID #91-31-0013), City of Rocklin: 
 
The following violations were noted at time of inspection on December 14, 2009: 
 

 Annual slope stability inspections by a qualified professional have not been conducted as 
required in Section 1.8 of the Management Plan included as part of the Interim 
Management Plan. 
 

 Erosion control monitoring has not been performed by a qualified professional as required 
in Section 2.0 of the Management Plan included as part of the Interim Management Plan. 

 

 The existing financial assurance mechanism is deemed inadequate, and a revised 
financial assurance cost estimate has not been submitted to the SMGB during the past 
year. 
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The following corrective measures are offered: 
 

 A slope stability inspection by a qualified professional should be conducted as 
required in Section 1.8 of the Management Plan included as part of the Interim 
Management Plan. 

 

 Erosion control monitoring should be performed by a qualified professional as required 
in Section 2.0 of the Management Plan included as part of the Interim Management 
Plan. 
 

 A revised financial assurance cost estimate should be submitted to the SMGB for 
review and approval, followed by an acceptable financial assurance mechanism. 

 
Western Aggregates (CA Mine ID #91-58-0001), County of Yuba:   

 
No new or outstanding violations were noted at time of inspection on December 8, 2009. 
 
It is understood that Western will be required to prepare and submit an amended reclamation plan 
following final determination by the SMGB of the scope of Western’s claim to a vested right to mine.  
It is expected that the SMGB’s final determination will be made in early 2010.   
 
The following recommendations are offered: 
 

 The operator should prepare and submit a revised financial assurance cost estimate 
per CCR 3804(c). 
 

 Upon final determination of vesting, the operator should work closely with SMGB and 
OMR staff to develop and implement an amended reclamation plan for the site that 
meets current SMARA statute and regulations. 

 
Cal Sierra Development (CA Mine ID #91-58-0003), County of Yuba:   
 
No violations or corrective measures were noted at time of inspection on December 8, 2009.   
 
The following recommendation is offered: 
 

 A revised financial assurance cost estimate should be prepared and submitted to the 
SMGB for review and approval per CCR Section 3804(c). 

 
Sperbeck Quarry (CA Mine ID #91-58-0004), County of Yuba:   
 
No violations or corrective measures were noted at time of inspection on December 16, 2009. 
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Teichert Hallwood (CA Mine ID #91-58-0006), County of Yuba:   
 
No violations or corrective measures were noted at time of inspection on December 15, 2009. 
 
The following recommendation is offered: 
 

 The operator should submit a revised financial assurance cost estimate to the SMGB 
for review and approval consideration per CCR Section 3804(c). 

 
Dantoni Pit (CA Mine ID #91-58-0011), County of Yuba:   
 
No violations or corrective measures were noted at time of inspection on December 16, 2009. 
 
Teichert Marysville (CA Mine ID #91-58-0019), County of Yuba: 
 
No violations or corrective measures were noted at time of inspection on December 15, 2009. 
 
It is noted that the site has been virtually inactive during the past year.  As such, the following 
recommendations are offered: 
 

 The operator should provide an Interim Management Plan (IMP) to the SMGB for 
review and approval consideration per PRC Section 2770(h). 

 

 The operator should provide a revised financial assurance cost estimate for the site 
per CCR Section 3804(c). 

 
 
Ella and Platter Borrow Sites (CA Mine ID #91-58-0026), County of Yuba:   
 
No violations or corrective measures were noted at time of inspection on December 14, 2009. 
 

EXECUTIVE OFFICER’S RECOMMENDATION:  The Executive Officer recommends that the SMGB 
accept the eleven 2009 SMARA mine inspection reports, and transmit the findings contained therein 
to their respective local lead agency and each mine operator.   
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SUGGESTED MOTION LANGUAGE: 
 
 To accept eleven 2009 SMARA surface mine inspection reports: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Respectfully submitted: 
 
 
 
____________________ 
Stephen M. Testa 
Executive Officer 

Mr. Chairman, in light of the information before the SMGB today, I move that 
the SMGB accept the eleven 2009 SMARA mine inspection reports, and 
transmit the findings to the respective local lead agencies and each mine 
operator.  These surface mining operations are Richmond (Chevron) Quarry, 
Point Richmond (Canal) Quarry), Lapis Sand Mine, Big Gun Quarry, Western 
Aggregates, Cal Sierra Development, Sperbeck Quarry, Teichert Hallwood, 
Dantoni Pit, Teichert Marysville, and Ella and Platter Borrow Sites. 


